Shannon County Teacher Survey

Methodology

In Spring of 2008, Stephanie Charging Eagle attended staff meetings and asked faculty to fill out a survey that sought to address the following questions:


1.
How much time is spent on Social Studies and Lakota Studies Instruction?


2.
What are resources used to teacher Social Studies and Lakota Studies?


3.
What local resources are used to augment instruction in both areas?


4.
What methodologies are employed in both areas?

The faculty returned 37 surveys.  This represents approximately 30% of the faculty in the District and represents a valid sample size for generalization.

Data

1.
How much time is spent on Social Studies and Lakota Studies Instruction?
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The 7th and 8th grade respondents indicated that both Social Studies and Lakota Studies are part of the regular class schedule.  Wolf Creek indicated a 50 minute per day time for Lakota Studies while Rocky Ford only indicated 60 minutes per week.

2.
What are resources used to teacher Social Studies and Lakota Studies?
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*  The Role Playing learning was indicated primarily in the pre-K – 1st grades and was not indicated as students progressed through school.

3.
What local resources are used to augment instruction in both areas?
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4,
What methodologies are employed in both areas?
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Observations:

1.
There is very little time spent on either Social Studies or Lakota Studies.  By combining the two content areas, the District does allow for greater concentration, but even with this combination, the K-5 students will still not have sufficient time on the content to retain what is presented.

2.
Resource use by faculty in Social Studies appears dependent on textbooks with some Internet and Videos used in some classes.  The Lakota Studies process indicates a greater use of media and the Internet, possibly as a result of the lack of textbooks in that content area.

3.
Teachers appear to be using the local school library and their own private collections for information concerning both Social Studies and Lakota Studies.  There does not seem to be regular use of other local resources in either area.

4.
Methodologies for Social Studies appear to be spread out across a variety of activities, though there is a predominance of reading as the method of helping students learn the content.  It is interesting to note that Lakota Studies has less of a reliance on reading and more in the area of Art and Music.

