My name is Tammy DeCoteau and I am the Language Programs Director of the Association on American Indian Affairs.  This is national non-profit organization.

The Native Language Program office is located in space provided by the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate.  Our staff is myself, an almost fulltime technology coordinator, Jodi Eastman, and we have employed four Treasured Elders, Orsen Bernard, Wayne Eastman, Delbert PumpkinSeed and V. June Renville.  The Treasured Elders are currently laid off pending a request for funding to the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate.

Our program accomplishments are:
We have published over 60 children’s books in the Dakotah language which are written (all but one) by Native people and illustrated locally (except for a couple of clip art.)  Some our books come with CD’s.

We also have created some dvd’s, one is a person telling the story of Goldilocks and the 3 bears in Dakotah, one is a puppet show of Little Red Riding Hood, one is a puppet show of a weathercast in Dakotah, one is short animation of Mary Had a Little Lamb and one is an animation of T’was the Night Before Christmas.

We have created two computer applications, one is parts of the body and the other is a teacher language learning application which we intended so that all teachers, regardless of race or language abilities could learn simple classroom management phrases (like sit down) in Dakotah.

We have created several games for play in Dakotah, the first of which was Dakotah Scrabble.

We have created a K – 2 curriculum and accompanying materials for a language class in school.  This includes a daily lesson plan, and all the worksheets, card games and board games, books, cds, songs, etc. that are needed to teach the curriculum.

We ran a family language class for 2 years, we attempted a language nest in the daycare of the Sisseton-Wahpeton College, we later started the Family Dakotah Language Learning Center and we also offered a class for women we called Sacred Songs, Sacred Ways, Sacred Lives for which the Sisseton-Wahpeton College granted college credit.
