



Memorandum of Understanding 

between 

Oceti Sakowin Education Consortium (OSEC)

and 

Bureau of Indian Education (BIE)

This document is meant to be a Memorandum of Understanding between the Bureau of Indian Education (BIE) and Oceti Sakowin Education Consortium (OSEC). 

PURPOSE:

This Memorandum of Understanding is meant to support the Tribes, Bureau of Indian Education funded, and BIE operated schools served by the Oceti Sakowin Education Consortium by allowing open communication between BIE and OSEC. 

The United States Government fulfills part of its treaty responsibilities through the Department of Interior, which has established the Bureau of Indian Education to assist with the educational responsibilities included in the treaties. 

The Oceti Sakowin Education Consortium was established by a number of Tribes, BIE funded schools, and BIA operated schools. OSEC was created to assist the schools in acquiring educational services; the provision of educational services; and the provision of high quality technical assistance in educational issues and BIE required reporting.

Open communication between BIE and OSEC will allow OSEC to provide timely technical assistance and support to the tribes and schools which OSEC serves. The provision of this support will assist the tribes and schools in meeting required timelines, which reflects positively on the tribes, schools, and BIE.

RECOGNITION:

The United States Government through the Bureau of Indian Education recognizes:

1. Oceti Sakowin Education Consortium is established by federally recognized tribes

2. OSEC is owned and managed by BIE funded and operated schools through a Board of Directors selected from member schools

3. OSEC serves or may serve BIE funded and operated schools through the provision of technical assistance in the areas of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEA) and IDEA related services.

4. This MOU does not transfer any of BIE’s treaty responsibilities to OSEC.

5. This MOU does not interfere with OSEC’s right to pursue or be selected for government contracts related to the provision of services, technical assistance, or other contract services OSEC may choose to pursue.

6. Open communication between BIE and OSEC will provide additional support to the Tribes and schools BIE and OSEC are meant to serve.

OSEC recognizes the federal government:

1. has treaty responsibilities to provide  educational funding for the tribes

2. is not transferring any of its treaty responsibilities to OSEC 

3. fulfills part of its educational responsibilities through the Bureau of Indian Education

4. the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act defines specific responsibilities BIE must fulfill to acquire the Part C and B funding designated for the tribes and BIE funded and operated schools

5. BIE funded and operated schools sign assurances defining what the schools will do to receive their Part B fund distributions

6. open communication between BIE and OSEC will provide additional support to the Tribes and schools BIE and OSEC are meant to serve.

ACTIONS:

BIE will fulfill its responsibilities to this MOU by:

1. sharing all school information with the OSEC Director

2. allowing OSEC designated staff to work directly with DPA staff when requesting technical assistance

3. inviting OSEC staff to BIE trainings established for the schools and Education Line Office

OSEC will fulfill its responsibilities to this MOU by:

1. working with the tribes and schools to meet BIE established deadlines

2. providing high quality technical assistance to the schools

3. assisting with BIE activities with the understanding that BIE will cover reasonable expenses, i.e., travel, per diem, etc.
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BIE Representative
Ted Hamilton, Executive Director

